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On October 30, 2009, P.L. 111-88, “Making appropriations for the Department of the
Interior, environment, and related agencies for the fiscal year ending September 30, 2010, and
for other purposes,” was enacted. This law provides appropriations for both the Clean Water
State Revolving Fund (CWSRF) and the Drinking Water State Revolving Fund (DWSRF) for
Fiscal Year 2010, while adding new requirements to these already existing programs. One new
requirement, and the focus of this memorandum, requires the application of Davis-Bacon Act
requirements.

P.L. 111-88 includes the following language in Title I under the heading,
“Administrative Provisions, Environmental Protection Agency,”

For fiscal year 2010 the requirements of section 513 of the Federal Water Pollution
Control Act (33 U.S.C. 1372) shall apply to the construction of treatment works carried
out in whole or in part with assistance made available by a State water pollution control
revolving fund as authorized by title VI of that Act (33 U.S.C. 1381 et seq.), or with
assistance made available under section 205(m) of that Act (33 U.S.C. 1285(m)), or both.

For fiscal year 2010 the requirements of section 1450(¢) of the Safe Drinking Water Act
(42 U.S.C. 3005-9(e)) shall apply to any construction project carried out in whole or in
part with assistance made available by a drinking water treatment revolving loan fund as
authorized by section 1452 of that Act (42 U.S.C. 300j-12).

In order to comply with this provision, States must include in all assistance agreements,
whether in the form of a loan, bond purchase, grant, or any other vehicle to provide financing for
a project, executed on or after October 30, 2009 (date of enactment of P.L. 111-88), and prior to
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October 1, 2010, for the construction of treatment works under the CWSREF or for any
construction under the DWSREF, a provision requiring the application of Davis-Bacon Act
requirements for the entirety of the construction activities financed by the assistance agreement
through completion of construction, no matter when construction commences.

Application of the Davis-Bacon Act requirements extend not only to assistance
agreements funded with Fiscal Year 2010 appropriations, but to all assistance agreements
executed on or after October 30, 2009 and prior to October 1, 2010, whether the source of the
funding is prior year’s appropriations, state match, bond proceeds, interest earnings, principal
repayments, or any other source of funding so long as the project is financed by an SRF
assistance agreement. If a project began construction prior to October 30, 2009, but is financed
or refinanced through an assistance agreement executed on or after October 30, 2009 and prior to
October 1, 2010, Davis-Bacon Act requirements will apply to all construction that occurs on or
after October 30, 2009, through completion of construction.

Notably, there is no application of the Davis-Bacon Act requirements where such a
refinancing occurs for a project that has completed construction prior to October 30, 2009. This
provision does not apply to any project for which an assistance agreement was executed prior to
October 30, 2009, no matter when construction occurs.

Further information may be provided in the form of “Questions and Answers” if
necessary.

We fully understand the complexity of this provision and the difficulties involved in its
application. If you have any question, please contact us, or have your staff contact Jordan
Dorfman, Attorney-Advisor, State Revolving Fund Branch, Municipal Support Division, at (202)
564-0614, or Philip Metzger, Attorney-Advisor, Infrastructure Branch, Drinking Water
Protection Division, at (202) 564-3776.



